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Thank you for your continued interest in the School 
Development Fund. We hope you enjoyed our first 
newsletter which we launched back in February. Here 
we are again with the follow up to keep you up to 
date with our progress.

Since the first edition we have been busy fundraising and choosing 
new projects for 2011. We hope that this newsletter continues to raise 
awareness of the School Development Fund and provides you with 
regular and informative updates. 

Welcome Fresh water and a refurbished 
toilet block
In December 2010 funds were allocated to Buduk Lower Basic 
School in the Nianija District, Central River Division for the 
renovation of a desperately needed well and a toilet block. The 
work on both the toilets and the well is now complete and the 
staff, pupils, parents and the whole community of Buduck would 
like us to pass on their thanks for your support.

Thank you!

If you would like to make a donation please visit: SchoolDevelopmentFund.org/Donate or if you would like to make a 
monthly contribution no matter how small, please email us for further information at sdf@gambia.co.uk

Ordering malaria medication online 
proves popular raising £382.16 for 
the School Development Fund
Purchasing your online medication through Lloyds Pharmacy 
has proved very popular with our customers. Each purchase 
of malaria drugs makes an 8% donation to the School 
Development Fund. To order online and help raise money 
please visit SchoolDevelopmentFund.org/Lloyds. 

Fundraising the easy way
Don’t forget that you can also raise money for the School 
Development Fund every time you shop online at a wide variety 
of retailers, at no extra cost to yourself, if you go through the 
Easy Fundraising website. You can even raise money every 
time you use a search engine online if you go via Easy Search - 
book mark these links today!



This school was highlighted to us by a Gambia Experience 
member of staff and his wife, Rachel, a teacher in the UK. The 
school had recently built a new classroom but had run out of funds 
to complete it before the rainy season. If the roof wasn’t finished 
the building was liable to suffer severe damage so we were asked 
to step in. The School Development Fund team in the UK decided 
to hold a fund raising day here in our office near Fareham in the 
hope that enough could be raised to finish the work needed.

A great day was had by all (except perhaps those in sponsored 
detention!) as staff went to great efforts to recreate their school 
years. Sweets and treats, school rules, egg and spoon races and 
guess the pupil in the school year book, all made for a fun day at 
work and helped to raise lots of money!

Rachel told us “You don’t get students facing the reality a 
Gambian student faces each day; that school costs, your 
classroom is a brown block bricked room with tables and 
chairs, a blackboard, a few student drawn posters, a corrugated 
iron roof and that’s about it. No textbooks, no interactive 

whiteboard, no laptops, no net books, no DVDs or videos, this 
is education literally at the chalk face. The playground is just a dirt 
area, with little recognisable as play equipment on it, hopes are 
held to flatten an outlying piece of land to create a football field. 
What a stark contrast to the sprung floor gymnasium, swimming 
pool and sports hall at the sports college where I teach.
You can’t help but be overwhelmed about how little it would 
cost to make things that bit easier for the students and staff who 
work in a Gambian school. You’re not talking multi-million pound 
projects, needing the assistance of the Lottery or Sports England 
as seems to be the case in the UK”. 

In this particular case just £465 would be enough to complete 
the recently constructed Home Economics Room and would 
make all the difference to Kitty Upper Basic School. 

We were all delighted when our ‘Back to School’ day raised 
enough to cover this project with some left over to go towards 
another worthwhile project. More photos from the day can be 
seen on facebook.

£618.50 raised by going ‘Back to School’
The Gambia Experience staff transformed themselves into students and teachers earlier this year by coming to 
work in their school uniform to raise money for Kitty Upper Basic School. 



As well as Kitty Upper Basic School the fund has 
assisted three further projects since our February 
newsletter.

A new perimeter wall 
Soma New Lower Basic School, Jarra West District 
Amount donated £2,358 
In order to secure the school and prevent intrusion, funds have 
been awarded to erect a wall to stop vehicles, motorcycles and 
pedestrians entering the school from the nearby TransGambia 
highway. The wall will stop any distraction but also make the 
school a safer environment for the children.

More projects underway...

Following our ‘Back to School’ fund raising day (see previous 
page), teacher Rachel Burton asked us to help Hamble 
Community Sports College to form a partnership with Kitty 
Upper Basic School. “It’s made me think…how to help, how to 
get my students back in the UK to understand the differences 
between life in England and life in the Gambia, how to inspire 
them to want to find out more and do more... The link has been 
established, head teacher met, school briefly visited, now time to 
introduce the school to the students where I work, who knows 
what their response will be, I hope one of interest, possibility 
and a desire to get involved.”  
Rachel Burton, UK School Teacher

Natalie, who works in our commercial team, has also been 
involved with partnering a Gambian school with her son’s 
school, Freegrounds Junior School in Hampshire. She visited the 
Gambian school with 9 year old William earlier in the year who 
took a fantastic donation from his school of pencils, sharpeners, 

School Partnerships
Following our launch of the school partnerships in January, we have now assisted links between 4 schools in 
Hampshire with 4 schools in The Gambia. Partnership agreements are being completed, pen pal letters written 
and donations of school equipment have been made. 

New Staff Quarters
Jallow Kunda Lower Basic School, Niani District
Amount donated £855 
Many of the 13 staff of this school currently live in temporary 
accommodation within the community. Purpose built onsite 
housing will be a great benefit.

40 tables and benches
Bansang Upper Basic School, Upper Fulladou West District
Amount donated £1284 
With an increasing student roll year on year, the school requires 
money for materials and labour costs to replace old and 
dilapidated furniture. 

For further information please visit SchoolDevelopmentFund.org

erasers, exercise books, tracing paper, as well as batiks made 
by Year 4 and letters from each class. You can read more about 
their visit on The Gambia Experience’s blogsite. 

We hope to be able to assist many more schools to form strong 
links with each other in the coming months.

above: William presents a School Partnership Certificate to the Headmaster at 
Manduar Lower Basic School in The Gambia



Sinchu Gundo  
Lower Basic School
The most observant of readers may have noticed that further 
to our first newsletter, we are fund raising again for Sinchu 
Gundo Lower Basic School in Niamina East District. This is due 
to a change over in headmasters, which meant the project was 
temporarily put on hold while we obtained new contact details. 

This is a fairly big project, however the school serves two villages 
in the Central River Region and has plenty of land on which it has 
built a large children’s garden and farm as well as a mothers’ club 
vegetable garden. 

Jean, a Gambia Experience customer who has visited the school 
on several occasions, suggested the school contact us for funding 
for a much needed wall around the school grounds. 

This is needed to prevent local animals such as goats, cows 
and donkeys from entering the school grounds and destroying 
the vegetable gardens. A wall will also stop motorists using the 
school playground as a thoroughfare between the two villages 
which is currently a hazard to the children.

Cassette recorders to 
help blind students
Earlier this year we were approached by the Kingfisher Trust 
to assist them in their aim to help blind and visually impaired 
children with special needs aids such as cassette recorders, 
tactile blocks for braille letter formation, magnifiers and so on.

The School Development Fund donated £312.50 to the trust 
to provide 10 cassette recorders. 

The School Development Team in the UK is:  
Kathryn Burrington, Katie Bushnell, Jac Eaton and Dennis Williams. 
sdf@gambia.co.uk 
0845 330 2076
SchoolDevelopmentFund.org
The School Development Fund, The Gambia Experience, 
Atlantic House, 3600 Parkway, Solent Business Park, Fareham 
Hampshire, PO15 7AN 

Staff Tuck Shop
Since launching our staff tuck shop in June 2010, colleagues 
have munched and crunched their way to raising £540 for the  
School Development Fund. 

You have to admit that’s a lot of chocolate bars! 

None of the projects would be possible without the support 
of our customers. Their generosity makes an enormous 
contribution to The School Development Fund.

On behalf of everyone at The Gambia Experience both here in 
the UK and in The Gambia and all the many children that have 
benefited from the School Development Fund we would like to 
say a huge thank you for your continued support.

If you would like to make a donation please visit: 
SchoolDevelopmentFund.org/Donate or if you would like 
to make a monthly contribution no matter how small, please 
email us for further information at sdf@gambia.co.uk

Thank you


